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Abstract

Prostaglandins (PGs) are bioactive lipids that have long been targets of pharmacotherapeutics; non-
steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs exert their therapeutic effects by the inhibition of PG synthesis. About a
quarter century has passed since molecular cloning of cyclooxygenases that metabolize arachidonic acid to
PGH:, PG synthases that convert PGH: to each PG, and PG receptors was accomplished. More selective drugs
like ligands to specific PG receptors or inhibitors against specific PG synthases have been developed. Here
PG-related drugs clinically applied at present are summarized, and development of new drugs are also intro-
duced.
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