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Abstract

‘The population over 75 years old of Japan has been increasing to reach 17,482,000 as of October, 2017,
and that comprised 13.8 % of total population. According to the 2014 annual report of Japanese Association
for Thoracic Surgery, the total number of surgical treatment performed for primary lung cancer had reached
38,085. Patient over 80 years of age comprised 12.1 % of those surgical cases. This tendency has been increas-
ing annually. The Japanese Joint Committee of Lung Cancer Registry in 1999 reported prognostic factors for
overall survival and clinical factors of octagenarians undergoing surgical treatment of stage I non-small cell
lung cancer. 30 % of patients underwent sublobar resection instead of lobectomy as a standard treatment and
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systemic mediastinal lymph node dissection was performed in only 30 % patients. We know from this fact

that general thoracic surgeons often select appropriate less-invasive procedures for eldely patient of lung can-

cer to prevent postoperative complications. This tendency is quite similar in our hospital. In this review, we

describe various issues and considerations in the surgical treatment of elderly patients.
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