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Abstract

The certified nurse specialist (CNS) system was established in 1994 to develop human resources that
can provide highly advanced nursing care in individuals, their family, and populations with complicated health
rerated problems. Relevant courses are provided in graduate schools. Currently, 13 different special nurs-
ing areas have been specified. This system has produced 784 CNSs in cancer nursing since its establishment.
A conventional 26-unit course has been recently revised to a 38-unit course to provide education on advanced
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practice nursing to cover transitions of disease structure and health issues as well as changes in healthcare

and welfare systems, aiming at developing human resources that can provide excellent nursing care while

also integrating care and cure. The latter course highlights education on clinical judgement and treatment.

Especially in cancer nursing, the course is characterized by enriched education about community coopera-

tion in cancer care. Such education should be enhanced through collaboration among multidisciplinary pro-

fessions, such as CNS with other specialists including physicians and pharmacists. Also, learning should be

done essentially in view of community-based integrated care. In fields of innovatively changing cancer care,

CNSs in cancer nursing are expected to fulfil their duties by understanding experiences of cancer patients

and their family, supporting their cancer survivorship, and contributing to healthcare quality assurance.

Key Words: Certified nurse specialist, Cancer nursing, Advanced practice nurse.
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