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Abstract

Japan is an aging society; however, the 18-year-old population will continue to decline from approximately
1.18 million people as from 2018. With the “Year 2018 problem,” universities and colleges have entered into
an era in which the enrollment capacity of universities exceeds the number of high school graduates.

In 2002, our nursing school was reorganized as the Undergraduate School of Nursing, Kyoto
Prefectural University of Medicine, and 16 years later (April 1, 2018), the Doctoral course in Nursing for
Health Care Science of the Graduate School was established, which comprises undergraduate and graduate
programs for nursing studies. The goal of the Doctoral course in Nursing for Health Care Science is to devel-
op highly competent professionals with superior teaching and research ability to be successful in various
workplaces, including educational scenes or clinical services at hospitals, using the specialties of the Nursing
for Health Care Science.
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Health problems in Japan will continue to diversify and become more complicated. The educational out-
comes of the Doctoral course in Nursing for Health Care Science will be evaluated according to the involve-
ment of doctoral degree holders in complicated health problems in the future.

Key Words: Doctoral Course in Nursing for Health Care Science, The Nursing for Health Care Science, a

educational system.
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