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Abstract

The evolution of endoscopic surgery for children has been delayed in comparison to adults because the
manipulation of surgical devices during endoscopic surgery is difficult due to the small size of the body.
Although laparoscopic surgery has been performed for pediatric patients since the 1990s, laparoscopic-assist-
ed anorectoplasty (LAARP) , which is a major operation in pediatric surgery, was performed ten years later.
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Since then, the development of optical instruments and small-diameter surgical devices has enabled the per-

formance of endoscopic surgery for pediatric patients. Recently, major surgeries, including choledochalcyst

resection and esophageal atresia repair, have been performed endoscopically. We have performed laparo-

scopic surgery since 1996 and performed LAARP for the first time in 1999. Although the number of diseases

that can be treated endoscopically has increased, fewer pediatric cases are endoscopically treated per year.

Ingenuity in the surgical approach is required for each case, as pediatric surgeons treat a wide range of dis-

eases. In this review, we mainly describe the operative procedures and the ingenuity that are applied in the

endoscopic treatment of pediatric patients in our hospital.
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